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bY .- ' of the Religion to which they had revolted, laid them under 

; for eradicating the eſtabliſhed DoEtrine and Worſhip, they had 
bound themſelves unto it, by all theProm'ſes and Oaths which - 
Per{þns are capable of having proſcribed unto, and exatted of 


them. 
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And while' with the ligheſt aſſeverations he diſclaimed the be- 
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i ing what he really was, and with moſt facred and tremendous , 


the Dangers into which it haQ-aft them. His being the Au- 
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F > | 
the Reformed im that Kingdom, and the encouraging the De-- 
ſign-carried on inſt thenn for their Aferipuition.” His eri- 
"ratling the Poke of Tork-upon. the Nation,-contrary tothe 
"Deſires and Endeayours of three ſeveral Parlianients; :and that 
'not out of Love to his Perſon, but” Aﬀettion,to-Popery, which 
he knew that Gentleman would introdnceand eftabliſh. - All 
theſe, hefdes many other things which mipht be aamed;: were 
ſvfficient Evidenees of the late achomen goomey of theiDe- 
ſign he was engaged in for the/'Subverſion'of Ours: - So that- ic 
wou'd fil} a ſober Perfon with amazement; to think;- that -af- 
ter all this, there ſhould be ſo many ſincere Proteſtants'and true 
| -oy nine who not only believed the late King to be of the 
Reformed Religion, but with-antinfatiableneſs thirſted” after 
the Blood. of rhoſe that durſt otherwiſe repreſent him And 
had it nor ben for his receiving Abſolation and Extream Un- 
tion. from a Popith Prieſt at his Death and: for what he left 
in writing in thetwo Os in his ſtrong Box, be would 
n 
and'zealous Proteſtant, 'and whoſoever-hnd muttered any thing 
to the contrary, 'wovld have been branded foria Villain and an 
execrable Perſon. ''Bnt with what a ſcent andodor-muſt it-re- 
commend his Memory-to them, to conlider his having not oh» 
iy lized and died in the Communion of. the Church of Rome, 
in contradition to all his Pablick Speeches, ſolemn Declara- 
tions, and higheſt Aſſeverations to his Peoplein Parliament; 
but his-participating, from time to time, 'of the, Sacrament as 
2dminiftred in the. Church of England; while: in the interim-he 
had*abjured ouf -Religion, ſtood reconciled to the Church of 
Rome, and had obliged himſelf by moſt ſacred Vows, and was” 
endeavouring, by all the Frauds and Arts won. nem ma- 
verttheeſtabliſhed Doctrine and gs and ſet, vp Hereſy 
and. Idolatry in their room: And it muſt ne | 
abhorreot Idea and Character of Popery, apd. 
preſentation'of thoſe truſted with the C 
af the Conſciences- of Men in the 
they ſhould not only diſpenſe with apd 
the end which they are a 
- And for his der' Brother, and renowned Succeſſor, who 
polleiſed the Throne after him, 1 ſuppoſe his moſt partial = 


| have Rjll paſſed for a Prince who had' lived abd died 4 cordial 
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' it mighthave been calily diſterned, 'asmanifchiidg it felf in the 
wins Corres of Wy Actinns:  Andiat laſt ;his own Zeel,| the 


Importuaity of the Prieſts; and the Cuaning of -the-latt 1 
| Reaſd9s of State; the wi Dan modo 


/ Peevailingover: | 
Fellowſhipwith the Church of Exglond. But neither that, ' nor 
bis refuſing the Te enjoined by Zav, for diſtioguiſhing Papiſts. 
from Proteſtants, thougi chereupon be ————_—_ i oo. D 
ga hisi'0fiice of Lord Wight , &c. nor his dedfioing 

eQeth which the Laws of: Sevthend; for. the ' ſecuring a Prote. 


/ Shank tmoyr,: enjoin -to be: taken':by the High: Coramifio+ 
/ _ Hier; nar yet ſomany Parliaments having endeavoured-to- get 
' him excluded from Succeſſion to the Crown, upon the: account 
of having. revolted to. the Sea of Rgme, and' thereby. become: 
dangerous tothe eſtabliſhed Religion, could make ;amprediion - 
- upena wilfully deluded and obſtinate fort iof Proteſtants, but 
in defiance of. all means of 'Convittion, 'they-would: perſwade 
themſelves, that he was ſtill a Zealot for our Religion, and a 
grand Patriot of the Church of England. - Nor could any thing 
undeceive them, till upon his Brother's Death he had openly de- 
clared-himfelf a Romer Catbokck,, and afterwards in the fumes 
and raptures of his Victory over the late Duke of A4rmau, 
had diſcovered and-proclaimed his Intentions-of overtkrowi 
both our Religion and Laws. Yea ſocloſely had: ſome ſeal 
up their Eyes.againit all beams of Light, and hardned them- 
ſelves againſt all Evidences from | and Fact, that had it 
&dthe Hep. &r, ren to-hare proſpered the Duke of Ador- - 
_ Wowrb's Arms:in theSummer 85. the preſent King|would have 
gone off the State:witl-the Reputation among;'them, of a Prince * 
_ ors the _ of _ Gy oa ; ay _ we | 
Rang Ns Own A ts WO ve ery the : 
Reformed Religion, and have maintained the Church of Eng- - 
latd in all her Grandure and Rights. And tho-his whole Life had - 
| beet' but onecontinued Conſpiracy againſt: ouriCivil Liberties : 
and Privitedges, he: had left the: /Throne: with the Charatter, . 
and under the. Eſteem of a Gentleman ; that 'in -the' whole - 
coule-of -his. Government would have: regulated himſelf by ' 
| theRujes «af the Conſtitution, and the Statutes of the Realm. 
; \Now'ainong all the. Methodsfallen upon by: the Royal 'Bro- _ . 
+ thetrs, for+the undermining and: ſubverting--our: Religion aud - 
; Laws,:thereisnonc thatithey:have purſzed' with _—_ | 
| +71 FY An L 
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2nd wherein they haye-been. more ſucceſsful to the compaſſin 
of. their Deſigns, -thar in their dividing Proteſtants, and dic: 
vating cheir Alections, and embittering their Minds from and 
againit one-another. ' And -had-not this lain under” their pro- 
ſpe, and the means of etieCting it appeared eaſic, they might 
have been Papiſts themſelves, while in the mean time they 
been diſpenſed with to proteſt and ſwear: their being of the 
Reformed Religion, IE "might have envied our Liberties, 
and bewailed thei n from Arbitrary and Deſpetical 
Power ; but they never durſt have entertained 'a Thought of 
ſubverting the Eſtabliſhed Religion, or of altering the Civil 
Government, nor would they ever have had the boldneſs to 
have attempted the introducing and ereRing Popery and' Ty- 
ranny /initheir room.. And whoſoever ſhould have put them 
upon- reducing the Nation to the Church of Rome, or/upon 
rendring; the Monarchy unlimited. and independent on the 

Law, wouJd have'been thought to have laid a Snare for ex- 
; poling the Papiſts to greater Severities than they were ob- 
noxions unto before, and to have projeted the robbing the 
Crown: of the Prerogatives which belong-unto it by the Rules 
of the Conſtitution, and to which it was ſo lately reſtored. 
And the deſpair of fuccecding, would have rendred the Royal 
Brothers deaf to all Importunities from Romiſk Emiſſaries, and 


Court Minions. ' Neither the Promiſes and Oaths which they 


h:d ade and taken beyond Sea to introduce Popery, nor theit 
Ambition to advance themſelves beyond the reſtraint of Lawg; 
and the Controut of Parliaments, would have prevailed wp. 
them to bave encountred the Hazards and. Difficulties, which in 
caſe of 'the Union of Engliſh Proteſtants, muſt have atcended 
and enſued upon Attempts and Endeavours of the” one kin 


and of the other. Or ſhould their beloved Popery, and their. 


own. Bigottedneſs .in the Romiſh' Superſtition, : have: ſs far 
tranſported [them beyond the bounds of Wifdom and'Diſere- 
tion, as ta have appeared poſſeſſed 'with anilutention of ſub- 
verting the Proteſtant 'Religion, and of enſfaving the Nation 
to the Superſtition and Idolatry of Rame, they would: have:been 
. made ſoon to underſtand, That the'Laws which make it. Trea- 
ſon .to own [the Juriſdiction of the: Pape, .or: to ſeduce the 
meaneſt Subje tothe Church of Rome,” were not ;enafted—in 
v3in, and that thoſe as well as many more made 'for the. 


rity 


[9 ] 
_ rity of the Proteſtant Religion, and to prevent the growth and 
introduCtica .of Popery, were not-to be dallied and plaid 
withal. Or, ſhould they have been fo far infatuated and aban- 
doned of all Underſtanding, as out of a fooliſh and haughty 
Aﬀettation of being abſolute, to haye attempted the Altera- 
tion of the Civil Gov2rament, they would have been imme- 
diately and unanimouſly told, that the People have the ſame 
Right to their Liberties, that the King hath to the Preroga- 
tives of the Crown. And if they would not have been con- 
tented with what belongs. unto the Prince by the Common 
and Statute Laws of the Realm, but had invaded the Privi- 
ledges reſerved unto the Subject : they would have been made 
to know, that they might not only be withſtood in-what they 
ſtrove to uſurpcontrary to Magna Charta, the Petition of Right, 
and other Laws of the Kingdom, but that thereby they for- 
feited, and might be diſleized of what either appertained unto 
the Crown by fundamental Agreements, or hath been ſince 
ſettled upon the- Monarch by Statute-Laws. Nor could any 
thing have emboldned his late Majeſty and the preſent King 
to Enterprizes of the one kind or ,the other, but the proſpe& 
of begetting a Mifunderſtanding, Jealouſie, and Rancor a- 
mong Proteſtants, and thereby both of making them inſtru- 
mental to the Ruin of one another, and contributary to the 
loſs of Engliſh Liberty and the Reformed Religion, which 
they equally value and eſteem, and to the ſetting-up Popery 
and Tyranny, which the one deteſteth and abhorreth no leſs 
than, the other. . | 4 
 Thoall Engliſh Proteſtants have ever been at an Accord in 
all the Eſſentials and Vitals of Religion, yet-from the very be- 
ginning of the Reformation, there have been Differences among 


- them concerning Eccleſiaſtical Government and Diſcipline, 


and about Forms. Rites, and: Ceremonies. of Worſhip. And 
had they conſulted either. their Duty to God, or the com- ® 
mon Intereſt of Religion, they might have found ways either 
for removing the occaſions of them, or they ought to have 
lived together as Brethren, notwithſtanding; the differences 
which were among them in thoſe things. But. how much wiſer 
are the Children of this World, than thoſe of the Kingdom 
of God and of Jeſus Chriſt. For tho the differences among 
the Papiſts do far exceed _ both in their number and a 
the 
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their Charch-Commniunion, nor the Grounds of mutuat Excom- 
"Bur atas,” one Party among us liath been always endeavour- 


.ing to cut or ſtretch others to their own Size, and have made 
. thoſe things which themſelves Rile Indifferent, both the Da. 

-lifications for admiſſion tothe Paſtoral Office, aſd the Condj- 
_ tionsof Fellowſhip in the Ordinances of the Goſpel. Nor is. 


it to be expreſſed, what Advantages were hereby adminiſtred: 
all along to the Common Enemy ; and what Sufferings peace- 
able and orthodox Chriſtians were expoſed unto from their 
peeviſh and angry Brethren. And om, > theſe Things, with: 
the Heats begotten among all, and the Calamitics undergone 
by one ſide, were not the cauſe of that funcſtous War betwixt 
Charles the Firft and the Parhament, -yet they were an occaſion 


_ of diverting Thouſands from the fide which the: Perſecuting, 


Church-meneſpouſed, and engaging them. in the behalf of the _ 
wo Houſes, in the Quarrel which they began and carried on 

azainſt that Praxce, for defence of the Civil-Liberties, Privi- 
ledges,” and Rights of the People. But ſome of the Mitred: 
Elergy were ſo far from being made wife by their own and the- 
Nations Sufferings, as upon their Reſtoration to- hearken to. 
moderate Counſek, andto decline their former Rigours 'and: 
Sevcrities, that they became-the Tools and Inftruments;of the- 
Court, not only for reviving, but for heightning, and'eri- 
flaming all the Differences which had formerly been among Eng- 
lith Proteſtants. For the Royal Brothers finding nothing more. 
adapted and fubſervient than this, to their Deſign of altering 
the Government, and rt, Religion, they animaged] 
thoſe waſpiſhand impolitick Ecclefiaſticks, not. only to purſue 
the Reſtoration of all thoſe Things which had given Rife and 
Occafion to former Diſſeations. and 'Perſecutions, but to lay 
new: Snares for alienating many Perſons, of unſpotted Lives 
and tender Confciences, from the Church, and of rendring 
them obnoxious to ſuffer in their Names, Perſons, and Effates. 
And what a fatisfaQion was 'it to the late King and his Brother, 


_. tofind the old Epiſcopal Clergy prepared through Principles 
. bf Revenge, as well as from Loye of Domination, Ambitton;. 
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| 128: 1] | 
and Coyetouſneſs, to-fall-in with: the Deſign; abt only 'of in- | 
creaſing Divifions among: Proteſtants, both 'by: making che | 
Conditions of entringapew the: Paſtoral' Furiiion/ 'narrower, 0 
aud for ſcrewing Conformity with. the Chorch-mi her Forms 
and Ceremonies of Worſhip, into Teſts, for admiſlion to Ma- 
giffracy and Civil Truſts, but of obtaining feverat Laws againſt 
Ditſenters, whereby the Penalties ro 'which they forefaw.that 
- People would become liable, were rendred' greater than' they 
had been þefore, -and their Sufferings tnade more mercileſs, in- 
hamane, and intolerable. | 
' For though his late Majeſty:had, by a Declaration dated at 
none Indulgence to all Proteſtants that would live 
peaceably under the Civil Government ; yet it was never in - 
his Thonghts to perform it 3 and the previous, Obligations 
which he was nnder to the Church vf Rowe, had a virtue to ſu- 
perſede and cancel his Engagements to Engliſh Hereticks. And 
all he intended: by that Declaration was only, to wheedle and 
lull thoſe into a tameneſs of admitring his urn into his Do- 
minions; whom a jealouſy of being afterwards perſecuted for 
their Conſciences, might have awakened to withſtand and di- 
. ſpute it. And, to give him his due, he never judged himſelf 
E longer boond to the obſervation of Promiſes and Oaths made 
I to his People, than,until without hazard to his Perſon and Go- 
i vernment, he could violate and break them. Accordingly he 
was no ſooner ſeated in the Throne of his Anceſtors, and thoſe 
whom he had been apprehenſive of Reſiſtance and Diſturbance 
from, put out of Capacity and Condition of attempting any 
thing againſt him z bur he thought himſelf diſcharged - from 
every thing that the Royal Word and Faith of a Prince had 
been 27 and laid to ſtake for in that Declaration, and from 
that day forward aCted in dirett oppoſition to-all the Parts-and ' 
Branches of it. For having ſoon after his return 'obtained a 
Parliament monlded and adapted, both to his Arbitrary and . 
Popiſh Ends, he immediately ſet all his Inftruments at work * 
for the procuring ſuch Laws to be enacted, as might divide and 
weaken Proteſtants, and thereby make us, not only the more 
eaſy a: Prey to the Papifts, but afford them an advantage 
through our Scuffles,” of undermifting our Religion with the 
: If noticeandobleryation. © * © LE Bp PDT 
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How ſuch Perfons came to: be: choſen, and to conſtitute the 
majority. of 'the Houſe of Commons, 'who by their Attings 
haye made themſelves infamous and execrable to all Ages, were 
a Matter too large to penetrate at preſent into the Reaſonsof; - 
but that which»my Theme conducts me to obſerve, is, That 
as they ſacrificed the Treaſure of the Nation to the Profuſe- 


neſs and Prodigality of the Prince, and our Rights and Liber- 


ties to his Ambition and Arbitrary Will, ſo they both: intro- 
duced and eſtabliſhed-thoſe Things which have been a means. : 
of dividing us ; and by many ſevere and repeated Laws, they. 
ſubjefted a great number of induſtrious Engliſh-men and true 
Proteſtants, to Excommunications, Impriſonments, rigorous. . 
and multiplied'Fines, and all this for Matters only relating: to 
their Conſciences, and for their Obedience to God. in: the Ordi- 
nances of his Worſhip and Houſe. And notwithſtanding the. 


late King's often pretended compaſſion to the Diſlenters, it will 


be hard to diſcern them, unleſs in Effefts which proceed: from 
very different and oppoſite Principles. The diſtance whichthe 
kept them from his Perſon and Fayour ; the influencing theſe 
Members of both Houſes that depended upon him, to be the 
Authors and Promoters of Severities againſt them ; the enjoin- 
ing ſooften the Judges and Juſtices of Peace to execute the Laws 
upon them in their utmoſt rigour ; the inſtigating the Biſhops and 
Eccleſiaſtical Courts, if at any time they relented in their Pro- 
ſecutions, to purſue them with freſh Citations and Cehſures ; 


. the arraigning them, not only upon the Statutes made intentio- 


nally againſt Diſſenters, but upon thoſe that were originally and 
ſolely enaQted againſt the Papiſts ; theſe, and other Procedures 


- of that Nature, are the only Proofs and Evidences which I can. 


find, of the late King's Bowels, Pity, and Tenderneſs to 
them. . And-whereas the weak Church-men were impoſed upon _ . 
to believe, that all the Severity againſt the Nonconformilts, - 
wasthe Fruit of his Zeal for the Proteſtant Religion, -and for 
the ſecurity of the Worſhip und Diſcipline eſtabliſhed by Law ; 
they might have eaſily diſcovered, if Paſlion, Prejudice, Wealth 
and Honour had not blinded them, that all this was calculated 
for Ends perfectly deſtructive to the Church, and inconſiſtent 
with the Safety and Happineſs of all Proteſtants.” For 'as his 
ſeeking: oftner than once to Have wriggled himſelf into ,a. 
Power of ſuperceding and diſpenſing with thoſe Laws and 
" ſuſpending 
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ſuſpending their Execution, plainly ſhews that he never in- 
tended the, ſupport-and preſervation of the Church by them z 
| ſo-hisnon-execution of the Laws againſt Papiſts ; histonniving 
at. their: encreaſe ; his- perſwading thoſe neareſt unto him to 
reconcile themſelves to the Sea of Kome,as he did;afnong others, 
the late Duke of Monmouth ; his countenancing the Roman 
Catholicks in their open and intolerable Inſolencies ; and his 
advancing them to the moſt gainful and important Places and: 
Truſts, ſufficiently declare that: he never had any love to Pro- 
teſtants,' or care of the' Reformed Religion; but that all his - 
Deſigns were of a contrary Tendency, and his faireſt Pretences 
for the Protectiag and Grandure of the Chucrh of England, 
adapted to other Ends, Pp 
- Thus the. Royal Brothers having obtained ſuch Laws to be 
enacted, whereby one Party of Proteſtants was armed with 
means of oppreſling and perſecuting all others, neither the ne- 
ceſlity of their Aﬀairs at any time ſince, nor the Application 
and ' Interpoſure of ſeveral Parliaments for removing the 
Grounds of our Differences and Animoſtties, by an Indulgence, 
to be paſt into a Law, could preyail, either upon his late Ma- 
jeſty, or the preſent King, to forgo the Advantage they had 
otten of keeping us in mutual Enmity, and- thereby of mini- 
firing to their projection of ſupplanting our Religion, and re-- 
eſtabliſhing the Faith and Worſhip of the Church of Roz. 
Hereupon the laſt King, not only refuſed to conſent to :ſuch 
Bills as divers late Parliaments had prepared for indulging Diſ- 
ſenters, and for bringing them into an union of Counſels, and 
conjunction of Intereſt with thoſe of the Church of England, 
for reſiſting the Conſpiracies of the: Papiſts againſt our legal 
Government and eſtabliſhed Religion ; but he rejeted an Ad-? 
dreſs for ſuſpending the Execution of the Penal Laws againſt 
Diſſenters, which was offered and preſented unto him: by that 
very Parliament whieh had framed and enacted thoſe (cruel and 
hard Laws. >, | mr 
And. as the Royal Brothers have made it their conſtant Buſi- 
r:ſs to cheriſh a Diviſion and Rancour among Proteſtants, and 
to provoke one Party. to perſecute and-ruin another ;- ſo no- 
thing could more naturally fall in with the Deſign of Arbitra+-- 
' rineſs, or be more ſubſeryient to the , betraying the Nation: to 
' Papal Idolatry and: Juriſdiction: - For ſeyeral, Penal _ 
- ; ag am 
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ogdinkt; a conſiderable:Body of People, do either expoſe them 
againſt whom tlicy are enacted, to be' (deſtroyed by the Prince, 


with whomithe exccutive Power of | the Law is truſted'-and' de- 
polited 3; or they prove a Temptation to ſiich as are'gbtiexions 
of religningthemſclves in fuch a manner to the Will an& Plea- 
ſure of 'the Monarch, for the obtaining his connivancy at their 
violation of the Laws, as is unſafe and dangerous for the com- 
mon Liberty. and Good of-the Kingdorn.- For in' caſe the Su- 
prethe Magiſtrate purſue an Intereſt diſtin from, and deſtru- 
Ctiveito:that of his People, they who-the-Law hath made liable 


to be oppreſſed, are brought under Inducements of becoming - 


ſo many.Partiſans for abetting him in his Deſigns, in hopes cf 
being thereupon proteCted from the Penal Statutes, the execu« 
tion whereof is committed to him. And as it is not agreeable 
to the Wiſdom and” Prudence which ought to be among Men, 
nor to the Mercy and Compaſſion which ſhould be #mong Chr 
ſtians, for one Party to ſurrender another into the Hands and 
Power 'of the Sovereign,” to be impoveriſhed and ruined by 
him at his pleaſure,efpecially when thoſe whom they give up to 
bz thus treated: and entertained, are at agreement with them in 
all the Effentials'of Religion, equally zealous as themſelves for 
the Liberties of 'their Country ; and who, for Sobriety in 
their Lives, Induſtry in their Callings, and Uſefulneſs in the 
Common-Weaith, are inferior to none of their Fellow-Syub- 
jects * So 1t is obyious to any who five themſelves leave to 
thank, that the King would: long ere this have been ſtated- in 
the Abſoluteneſs that is aſpired after, and both Chorch and 
State reduced to lie at the diſcretion of the Monarch, provided 


the Nonconformiſts, for procuring his Favour in non-execu- 


tion of the Laws, had ſuffered themſelves to be prevailed vp- 
on, and drawn over to ſtand by and aſſiſt him in his Popiſh and 
Deſporical Defigns. LOT | 9 MOLEVT £7 4. JhodplA. 

' But that honeſt People, though hated and maligied by their 
Brethren, rather than be found aiding the King in his Uſurpa- 
tions over the Kingdom, have choſen to undergo the utmoſt 
Caiamities they could be made ſubje&t nnto, ether throngh the 
Execution'i of ' thoſe Laws which had been: made againſt: them, 
or through our Princes ' and - their Miniſters -wrecking” their 
Malice apo” them 'in/ Arbitrary and *Wegal Methods.” Buy 
what the Royal Brothers could not work the afflicted we =_ 
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fecnted Side unto, they found the Art to engage the other Side 
in, tho not. only excepted from all Obnoxionſneſs to thoſe 
Laws, but- ffrengthened -and ſupported by them. For as ſoon 
as the Court begon to deſpair of prevailing upon Diffenters: to 
becomegheir Tools and Inſtruments of enſlaving the Nation, . 
and of exalting the Monarchy to a- deſpotical:Abſolateneſs, 
they applied to the Bigots of the Churchof. Exgland, whom. 
by gratifying with a vigorous- Execution of' the Laws upon 

Diftenters, they brought to abet,' a d, and juſtify them in 

all thoſe Counſels and Ways which have reduced: ws into that. 
miſerable condition wherein wenot-long ſince-were: The Cler-- 
gy being advanced to Grandure-and Opulency, things which 

many.of them are 'fonder of, and- toather to forgo than Re-- 
ligion and the Rights of the Nation,, the:Court: made it their 


| buſiueſs to poſſeſs them with.a Belief, that. unlefs the. Fanaticks . 


wereſupprefied and ruined; they could not. enjoy with Security. 
their Ye and. Wealth. Whereupon- not only the: leſler. 
Levites, but -the Superior Clergy having 'their Leſion. and Cue - 
iven- them from Whzte-haft: and St. Fames*s, fell upon purſuing. 
the Nonconformifts with Eccleſiaſtical Puniſhments, and upon - 
exciting and animating the Civil Officers againſt them. And. 
under pretence of preſerving and defending the Charch, . they 
pave themſelves over to an implicit ferving of the Court, and. 
cre not only Advocates but” Inſtruments for. the robbing 
of Corporations of their Charters, for impoſing Sheriffs apon 


| ee City of London 'who had not been legally elected, and of. 


ning and puniſhing Men arbitrarily for no Crime, ſave the 
having afferted: their own and the Nations Rights in modeſt. 
and lawful ways. Pofterity will hardly. believe that fo mapy 
of the Prelatical ' Clergy, and fo. great a number of Members 
of the Church of Enz!and, ſhould from an Enmity unto, and: 
retended Jealoufie of the Diffenters, have become Took un-- 
er the late King for juſtifying the Diſſolution of ſo many Par-- 
liaments, the Invafion made-upon their Privitedges, the ridicu-- 
ling and ſtifling of the Popifh-Plot, the ſhamiming of: forged : 
Conſpiracies upon Proteſtants, the condemning : ſeveral to. 
Death for High-Treaſon, who 'could be rendred guilty by the: 
Trangreſſion of no known Law, and finally for advancing a 
Gentleman ro the Throne, who had been engaged in a Con- 
Juration againſt Religion and. the Legal. Government, Ka 
| —— whom: 
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whom three ſeyeral Parliaments woutd have therefore excluded 


' from the Right of Succeſſion. |. And being. ſeduced into an 
eſpouſal of the Intereſts of the Court againſt Religion, Parlia- 
.ments, and the Nation, it is doleful to conſider what DoCtrines 
both from Pulpit and Preſs were thereapon brought ggrth and 
divulged. Such as Monarchy's being. a Government. by Divine 
Right ; that -it. is in the Prince's}Power to rule as he pleaſeth; 
that: it-is.a Grace and Condeſcention in the King fo give ay 
account of; what he does 3: that for Parliaments to direc, or 
regulate the! Succeſſion, borders upon Treaſon, and is. an 
' Offence againſt the, Law-of Nature , -and. that the only thing 


left to Subjects, in caſe the King will tyrannize over their Con- | 


ſciences, Perſons, and Eſtates, 15 tamely to ſuffer, and as ſome 
of them did abſurdly expreſs it, to exerciſe Paſliye Obedience. 
So: that by corrupting: the Minds 'and Conſciences of Men 
with thoſe peſtilent and flaviſh Notions, they betrayed the Na+ 
tion both to the Miſchiefs which have already overtaken us, 
and to what further we were threatned with. Nor did theſe 
Doctrines tend meerly .to _ the fettering and enfeebling the 
Spirits of .Men,, but. they were a. Temptation to the Royal 
Brothers to 'put in-Execution what they had been fo long 
contriving and travelling with, and were a kind. of repri- 
manding them for being ignorant of their own Right and 
Power, and for not exerting it with that Vigor and Expedition 
which they might. 1 do acknowledg that there were many 
both of the Sacred Order, and of the Laick Communion of 
the Church of England, who were far from being infected 
with thoſe brutiſh Sentiments and Opinions, and who were 
as, zealous as any for having the Monarchy kept within, its 
ancient limits ; Parliaments maintained in their wonted Reve- 
rence and Authority ; the Subjects preſerved in the enjoymert. 
of their immemorial Priviledges ; and who were far from ſa- 
crificing our Religion and Laws to Popery and Arbitrarineſs ; 
and from lulling us into a Tameneſs and Lethargy, in caſe the 
Court ſhould attempt the aboliſhing the eſtabliſhed Doctrine 
and Worſhip, and the ſubverting and changing the Civil Go. 
vernment. But alas ! beſides their being immediately branded 
with the Name of Trimmer and conformable Fanaticks, and 
regiſtred in the Kalender- with thoſe that ſtood precluded 
the King's Fayour, and merited his Animadyerſion ; their 

Modeſty 
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Modeſty was ſoon drowned and ſilenced in the loud Noiſe of 
their clamorous Brethren, and their retiredneſs from Conver- 
ſation, while'the others frequented all places of Society and 
publick Concourſe, deprived the Nation of the benefit of their 
Example, and the happineſs of their Inſtruftions. Nor have 
I mentioned the Extravagancies of. any of the Eccleſiaſticks 
and Members of the Church of Engians, with a defign either 
of reproaching- and armugns, Fred or/ of provoking and 
exaſperating the Diſſenters to Reſentments, bur only to ſhew 


how fatal our Diviſions have been unto us, what Exceſles they 


have occaſioned our being hurried and tranſported into; and 
what miſchievous Improyement our Enemies have :made of 
them, to the ſupplanting- and almoſt ſubyerting of all that is 
—_ unto-us, as we are Engliſh-men, Chriſtians, and Pro- 
teitants. = #25 Chabad = N97 
And 'as our Animoſities, through our Diviſions, gave the 
Court an advantage of ſuborning-that Party, which. they pte 
tended to befriend and uphold, into a-Miniftration to all their 
Counſels, and” ProjeRions againſt our Religion and-Lawsz ſo 


' by reaſon of 'the/ unnatural Heats whereivith Proteſtants have 
| been enflamedand enraged againſt ' Proteltants, many weak, 


ungrounded, and unſtable Souls, have been tempted to queſtion 
the Truth of our Religion, and to apoſtatize to the Church 
of Rome, and thereupon haye” become united in Inclination, 
Power, and endeavours with the Court, and our old Enenties 
the Papi, for the extirpation of. Proteſtancy, and the alters- 
tion of the Government. As it hath been matter of Offence 
and Scandal to'all Men, fo it hath been ground-of ſtumbling 
and falling unto many, to ſee thoſe who are profeſſedly of the 
ſame Religion, to be mutually embittered againſt one another. 
and fo far tranſported with Malice:and Rage, as to ſeek and 
purſue each others DeſtruCtion. For ſuch a Carriage and 
Behaviour are fo contrary to' the Spirit and Principles! of . 
Chriſtianity, and' to the Genius-and Temper of true Religion; 
that it is no marvel if Perſons'ignorant of the Holy Scriptures, 
and ſtrangers to the converting and comforting Vertue of 'the 
Doctrine of the Goſpel aſſerted in our Confeſſions, and inſiſted 
npon by our Divines, ſhould ſuſpect the Orthodoxy of- that 
Religion which-is accompanied with fo bitter Fruits, even in 


' the Diſpenſers of the Word as well as in others, -and betake 
| c 


them- 
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"themſelves. to. the Communion of that Chureh,- where how 
many. and important: ſoeyer their Differences be: one with 
another, yet thzy:do not break forth into thoſe Flames of 
excommunicating and perſecuting-each other, that ours have 
done. How have ſome among us, through having their Spirits 
fretted and exaſperated by the craft and cunning of our .Ene- 
 mies, not only loaded and ſtigmatized their Brethren and 
fellow-Froteſtants with Crimes-and Names, which were they 
true and deſerved, would juſtly render us a loathing and an 
"Abomination to Mankind, but have-libelled and' branded 
'thoſe whom God had honoured to be Inſtruments of the Re- 
formation, with Appellations and CharaQters. fit to beget a 
deteſtation of their DoCtrine as well -as their Memory. - Fhe 
worſt that the | Papiſts. have forged-and vomited out againſt 
Luther, Zwinglims, Calvin, &c. hath been raked up and repea- 
ted to the diſparagemevt -of the Reformation, and to the 
ſcandalizing the. Mirds-of weak Men againſt it. And as the # 
Jeſuits and Prieſts' have. improved thoſe Slanders and Calum- : 
nies to the -SeduCtion. of divers from the Church of England, 
and'to a working them. over to a Reconciliation _—_ the 
Church of; Rome; fo the Court hath thereby had an- increaſe 
of their Faction and Party againſt our Religion and Liberties, 
and have been inabled to muſter Troops of -F«15/aries for their 
Deſpotical and Unlimited Claim. | | 
.. Nor haye our Diviſions, with the Heats, Animoſities, Reyi- 
livgs, and Perſecutions that have enſued thereupon, proved 


only an occaſion of [the SeduCtion of ſeveral from our-Religion, | 


and of their Apoſtacy to Popery, but they have been a niain | 
ſpring and ſource of the Debauchery, Irreligion, and Atheiſm, | 
which have overſpread the Nation, and have brought ſo many # 
| both to an indifferency and nnconcernedneſs for the Goſpel, # 
and all that is vertuous and noble, and have diſpoſed them to # 


fall in with thoſe that could countenance and prote& themin * 


their Impiety and. Prophaneneſs, and feed their Luxury: and 

Pride with Honour and Gain. What a woful Scheme of Reli- 

gion have we afforded the World ! and how ſhamefully have we ! 

| prnmnes forth and repreſented the holy Doctrine of the # 
ble 


ſſed Jeſus, while we have not only lived in a dire&t oppoſi- # - 


tion to all the Commands of Meekneſs, Love, and; mutual ! 
forbearance which our Religion lays us under Mag In + } 
; ut 
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but have neglected to praftiſe good manners, to obſcrye the. 
Rules of Civility, to treat one aridther with common Huma- 
nity, and to do as we would be done pnto'? While, we have / 
been more offended at what ſeemed to ſupplant our Domina- 
tions and Grandures, than at what difhonoured God and: re- 
proached the Goſpel; while we weighed not ſo mnch whe- 
ther they whom we took .in'o our ſacred Communion, as 
well as into our perſonal Friendſhip, were conformable in  --: 
their Lives to the Scripture, as whether they complied with ' | 
the Canons of the Church, while we reprobated-all'that were 
not ' of our way, though neyer ſo vertuous and devcnt, ard. 
* fainted all that were, though never ſo wicked ard prophane; 
/ while we branded ſuch. for Fanaticks, whom we could juſtly - 
charge with nothing, ſave theqmot admitting that into Relipi-' 
on which came not from the Divine Author of it ; and hugged 
thoſe for good and Orthodox Believers, that wou!d *ſooner 
conſult the Statute-Book for their Praftice in the Worſhip of 
God, than the Bible; while we haled thoſe to Priſon and 
ſpoiled them of their Eſtates, to whom nothing could be ob- _ 
jected, except" their being too preciſe and conſcizncions, in'a- 
voiding that, throught fear and apprehenfion of” ſinning, which 
others had a liberty and. latitude to do, as jidging it Tawful, 
and in the mean time <cſteemed_ thoſe worthy 'of the chiefeſt 
Truſts in the Church and Common-wea!th, whoſe Folly and 
Villanies made them unki for Civil Societies 3 whi'e they who Lis 
lived moft agreeably to the Laws of God and the Example of 
Chriſt, were perſecuted as Enemies to Religion and the Pefts of | 
the. Kingdom, and in the interim too many of. the very Clergy 
were not. only Countenancers of the moſt profligate Perſons 
as their beſt Friends, but joined ard aſſiſted in ſcandalous De- 
baucheries, urder pretence of ſuſtaining the Honour of their 
Tribe, and doing Service to the Church, 1 ſay, while theſe 
were the unhappy, but too obvious Fruits of our Divitions, 
and of the birrer Heats that accompanied them, how was 
the Reverence-for the Sacred Order leſſened and diminiſhed, 
the Veneration for Religion weakned and loſt, the Shame and 
*% Dread of appearing prophane and wicked, removed and ba- 
; - niſh:d; .and ſuch who took the meaſures of Chriſtianity from 


the PraRices of thoſe that were ſtiled Chriſtians, rather than 
OY EE wh from 
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from the immaculate and holy Scriptures, tempted to think 
all Religion a Juggle, and Prieſthood but an Artifice and Crafc 
to compaſs Honour axd Wealth. And though nothing but a 
ſhortneſs of Underſtanding, and an immoderate Love to their 
Luſts, could occaſion the drawing ſuch a Concluſion from the 


foregoing Premiſes, yet I muſt needs grant that there was 


too juſt a ground adminiſtred unto them of ſaying, that mary 
did -not believe, that themſelves, the Faith whereof they re- 
commended to others. But that which I would more parti- 
cularly obſerve is, that it is from among thoſe, who bt 

foregoing occaſions have been tempted to Debauchery and 


of Proſelytes and , Converts to 


a, e Charch of. Roze.. For as 
they who fear nat Gad ULDES T 


y brought. to imitate-Ceſar 3 


Itreligion, that the Ramiſh 7x have made'the Harveſt, 


and ſuch who are of no | n 
cular Ends, aſſume the Mask and Profeſlion of any : fo Popery 
- bs, extreamly adapted to: the Wiſhes and Deſires. of wicked 
and profane Men, in that it provides far'their living '#s enor- 
mouſly as, they pleaſe; here, and fatd 
aſfratce? of Bleſednal hereafter, "hey 
tained of _ going to: Heayen upon their cor 
a Pricſt, and. their receiving . Abſolntion, the Euchariſt and 
Extream. Union, need not- look afrer Repentance towards 
God, Converſion to. Holineſs, ; nor -a_ Life of .Faith, . Love, 
Mortification and Obedience, which the Proteſtant Religion, 


upon the Authority of:the Goſpel, obligeth them unto, in axder . 
to the obtaining of Eternal Happinels. And as the Tate Apoſſates 
to Popery in England, are chiefly ſuch who were notorious for 


Looſeneſs, Prophaneneſs and Immorality, and were the Scan- 


dal of onr Religion while they profelled it; and while in our 
Church, were not properly of it.; ſq it is from among Men of... 
. this ſtamp and character, that their late Majeſffies have found ; 
Perſons aſſiſting and ſubſxrvient to their Deſpotical and Arbi- 

trary Deſigns. For whofoeyer takes a Survey of the Court-. 


Faction, and conſfidereth who haye been the Advocates. for 
Enchroachments upon our Liberties, and Abetters of -Uſurpa- 
tions over our Rights, they wall find them to have been prin- 
cipally the profligate and-debauched among the Nobility and 


Gentry, the mercinary, ignorant and ſcandalous among the 


Clergy 7 
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eligion will, in ſubſcrviency to _ Se-. 
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Clergy, the Off:ſceuring and ſuch as are an Ignominy to 
Human: Nature among the Yeomanry and Peaſants. And it 
was in order to this villanous End, that the Royal Brothers 
have endeavoured: fo-induftrioufly to debauch the Nation, and 
have made Senſualiry and Profaneneſs the Qualifications for 
Preferment, and the Badges of Loyalty. And if among thoſe 
that appear for the Preſervation of the Liberties of their Coun 
try, there be any that deſerve tobe ſtiled Enemies to Religion 
and Vertye, as I dare affirm that they owe their Immoralities 
to Court-Education, Converſe and Example; fo I hope that 


| though they have not hitherto been all of them ſo happy as 


to have left their Vices where they learned them, yet thar they 


will not continue to we LaeS, 7 the good Canſe which they have - 
1 


eſpouſed with an unſut2bl@Life, nor give their Adverſaric; 
reafon to fay, that while they pretend to-ſeek the Reformati- 
on of the State, they are both the Deriders of Sobriety and 
Vertue, without which no Conſtitution can long fubſiſt, and 
gutlty of ſach horrid Oaths, Curſing, Imprecations, Blaſphe- 
mies and Uncleanneſfes, which- naturally, -as -well as morally 
and meritorioufly, diſpoſe Nations to* Subverſion and Extir- 
pation. b'2 


| Finally, Being through the bitter Effets which have enſued: 
wpon our Diviſions, made apprehenſive and jealous one of ano-. 


ther, it hath from thence come to paſs, that while the Care of 
the Conformilts hath been tg watch againſt the growth of the 
Difſenters 3 and. the follicttnde of the Nonconformiſts hath 


been, how to prevent the Rage of the biggotted Church-men, . 


the Papiſts, in the mean time, without being heeded or ob- 


ferved, have both incredibly multiplied, and made confidera-. 


ble Advances in their deſigns of ruining vs. For whenſoever 


the Court was to take a ſignal ſtep towards Popery and Arbt-. 
trary Power, there was a clamour raiſed of fome menacing: 


Boldneſs-of the Dilſenters. And if the Nation grew. at any: 


time allarmed, by reaſon of the Favour ſhewn to the Roman- 
Catholicks, and of ſome viſible Progreſs made towards the: 
King's becoming Deſpotical, all was immediately huſt*d with: 


2 ſhout and cry of the Government and Church's being in immi- 
nent- hazard from the Difſenters. Yea, whenſoever the Pa- 


piſts and their Royal Patrons ſtood detected, of having been 


conſpi- 
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cariſpiring againſt our Religion and Civil Liberties, all was 
di.erted and ſtifled, by putting the Kingdom upon a falſe 
Scent,. and by hounding, out their Beagles Sum the Noncon- 


formilts.. So that the Eyes and Minds of Proteſtants. being 
; imployed in reference 'to. what was to be apprehended and 
feared from one anothcr, the working of our Popiſh Encmies 
either eſcaped our Obſervation, or were heeded by moſt, on- 
ly with-a ſuperficial and unaffetive Glance. .. And -while our 
Church-men ſtood prepoſleſſed by the Court, with.a dread and 
jealouſy of the Ditlenters, all that was ſaid and written of a 
Conſpiracy carried on by the Papiſts againſt-our Laws and Re- 
ligion, was entertained. and repreſented by the prejudiced 
Clergy, as an Artifice only of the Diſſenters for compaſling an 
I,.dulgence from the Parliament, which in caſe ſuch a Plot had 
obtained the belief, that a Matter of ſo:great Danger and Cor- 
tequence required, would have bcen ealily granted, being the 
only rational Expedient for the preſcryation of the eſtabliſhed 
R:ligion and the legal Government. Nor did our Enemies 
queſtion.but that having enflamed our Diviſions, and raiſed our 
Animoſitics to ſo great a heightzrather than the one Party would 
lay aſide their Severities,and the other let fall their Reſentments, 
we would even be contented to-lie at their Mercy, and ſubmit 
our ſelves to the Pleaſure and Diſcretion of the '*Conrt and. 
Papiſts. And-there have not wanted ſome peeviſh, fooliſh, 
and ill Men of both Parties, who rather than ſacrifice their 
Sp!cen and Paſſion, and abandon their particular Quarrels for 
the Intereſt and Safety of the whole, have. been inclined to 
expoſe the ' Proteſtant Religion and Engliſh Liberties, to the 
Hazards wherewith they were apparently threatned, and to 
ſuffer all Extremities, meerly to have the ſatisfaction of ſeeing 
thoſe whom they reſpectively hate, involved with them under 
the ſame Miſeries. But as this was ſuch a degree of Madneſs 
and -Infaruation, as could proceed from nothing but brutiſh 
Rage, and argues no leſs than a Divine Nemeſis ; ſo, I hope, 
they are but few that now ſtand infected with theſe paſſionate 
S:ntiments and [nclinations, and remain thus hardned in their: 
mutual Prejadices. And to thoſe I have nothing to ſay, nor 
the leaſt Advice to adminiſter, but ſhall leave them to; their 
awn Follies, as Perſons ro whoſe Convittion no- Diſcourſe, 

> Xo _ | though 
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"though never ſo rational, can be adapted, and. whom only 

Stripes can work upon. 5; 

*Tis to ſuch therefore'as are capable of hearkning to. Rex- 

- ' ſon, and who are ready -to embrace any. Counſel that ſhall be - 
. found adjuſted to the Common Intereſt, that I am to addreſs 
- what remains-to be repreſented and ſaid in the . following 

Leaves. For all Parties of Proteſtants having ſeen how far 

our Enemies have improved our Divilionsand Rancours, to the 

compaſling their wicked and ambitious Deſigns, and the rob- 

' bing us of - all that good and -generous Men account valuable ;; 

- they are at laſt convinced of the neceſlity we have been and are 

reduced unto, of altering the'meaſures of our aCting towards 

one another, and both of laying aſide our Perſecutions, and 

. of exchanging our Wranglings among our ſelves, into a joint 

contending for the Faith of the Goſpe!, and the Rights of the 

Nation. For what the Gentleman, ſo lately in the Throne, in- 

tends and aims at, is not any longer matter of meer Suſpicion 

and Jealouſy, but of demonſtrable Evidence and unqueſtiona- 
ble Certainty. | 

 - His Mask ard Vizor of Zeal for the preſervation of the 

Church of England, and of tender regard for the Laws of the 

Eand, were laid by and put off, and his Reſolutions of go- 

verning Arbitrarily, and of introducing Popery, were be- 

come obvious to all Men, whom Reaſon and Senſe have not 


\ © forſaken and left. 


The Papiſts, whom it was thought much, a while ago, to 
fee connived at in the exerciſe of their Worſhip in private 
Hou, are allowed now to practiſe their Idolatry openly in our 
chief Towns, and in the Metropolitan City of the Kingdom 
to uſurpthe publick Churches and Cathedrals. Thoſe Catho- 
lick Gentlemen, whom heretofore it was matter of ſurpriſe to 
ſe countenanced with: the private Favour of the Prince, are 
now adygnced to the ſupream Commands in the Army, and 
the principal Truſt in Civil Aﬀairs. The Recuſant Lords, 
whoſe enlargement out of the Tower, .we could not but look 
upon as an unpreſidented Violation, both of the Laws of the 
Land, and of the Rights and Juriſdiction of Parliament, be- 
ing commirted thicher by the Authority of the Houſe of Lords, 


upon a Charge and Impeachment of High Treaſon, by :the 
| Commons. 
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"Commons of Ezgland in Parliament afſembled, were now ho- 
noured to be Members of the Privy Council, and exalted to 
be chief Miniſters 'of -State. They whom the Statutes of the 
Realm make ſubject to the ſevereſt Penalties for Apoſtacy to 
Rome, are not” only protected from the edg of the Laws, 'but 
maintained -in Parochial Incumbencies,. and Headſhips of -Col- 


ledoes. - | | > "3 Bk 
| _ Orthodox Clergy are not only inhibited'to. preach 2- 
gainſt Popery, but are illegally Reprimanded, Silenced, and 
:Suſpended, for diſcharging that Duty which their Conſcieg- 
.ces, Offices, Oaths, and the Laws of the Kingdom oblige them 
unto. And ſuch whom neither the Eccleſiaſtical nor Weftmin- 
fer Courts can arraign and proceed againſt, we had a new 
Court of Inquiſition erected for the adjudging and puniſhing 
of them. So that it is not the Diſſenters who are the only 
Perſons to be ſtruck at and ruined, but the Conformiſts are to 
'be treated after the ſame manner, and to fhare in the common 
Lot whereunto all honeſt and ſincere Proteſtants are deſtined 
and deſigned. Even they who were-the Darlings of Whitchaft 
and St. Fameſes, and recompenſed with Honours and Titles for 
betraying the Rights and Priviledges of - Corporations, .perfe- 
cuting Dilleaters, and heading Addreſſes, wherein Parlia- 
ments were reproached, the Courſe of Juſtice againſt Popiſh 
Offenders was ſlandered, the illegal and arbitrary procedures 
of the Court applauded and juſtified, and all that were zez- 
lous for our Laws and Liberties ſtigmatized with the Names of 
Villains and Traitors, are now themſelves, for but diſcouraging 
Popiſh Aſſemblies, and attempting to put the Laws in execu- 
tion againſt Prieſts who had publickly celebrated Maſs, nat 
, only check?d and rebuked, but puniſhed with Seiſure and Im- 

priſonment. | | 
Nor-are our Religion and Civil Liberties meerly ſupplanted 
and undermined by illegal Tricks, gloſſed over with the Var- 
-niſh of judicial Forms, but they are aſſaulted and battered in 
the face of the Sun, without ſo much as a palliation to give 
their procedures a plauſible figure. And the King being erought 
to a-deſpair of managing the Parliament to his-barefaced Pur- 
poſesof Popery and Arbitrarineſs, and of prevailing with them 
to eſtabliſh Tyranny arid Idolatry by Law, noe Onnagenng 
| their 
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ton exceſs that has proved ae J_—_—_ + 2Li0Ds 
he became reſelyed- not 30 aflow them to meet apy mare, but 
toſet up «/4-1meade de Franceand £0 have bis LCommands, 
ſeconded with the Aſlentof his duraure-hrizplarita-Judges.t0 be 8c: 
arty flies (60 Goud Lays. $0 that they who were for-+ 
merly ſ into a good Opinien of bim, are not only under 
ceireds but provoked to warm Reſentments, for baying ny 
their credulity and cabnek of belief fo grofly I; any 
the commigingo vait a nuaober of well meaning, 

ter __ themſcy5 to to oy Jo0d- 


Mrs eabolped a2 Ae. 
though their —— — jong ohne 2008 —_— the 
preſont King, and abor abetting bim iO {ar in the undermining 


.avd - 3nyading cur (yt way :leem tohave 
- nog iſo-imuch.: ifnowe their Ignorance, as from their 
and Malicez-- yet {ods : who penetrates into the 
yi rm _ Mem) way haverdiſconon tome degrees of | 
an their and Carriages, though 
2-geat deal of tally and wananlines. Nor are the Lg 
mo like to onrs, to gize Perſons over @s : -and 
pon .their withfandiog very acalure of 
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|,Emperience may nat convert pon whom Angunnerts 
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' evenwhen their Aftions imported the contrary, and feem'd to 
betray them 3 the ſingling and weeding ont ſuch from among 
the Court-FaQtion' and Party, is a compenſation both for the 
defeatment of all endeavours, for the prevention of the Evils 
that have overtaken us, and for the Diſtreſſts and Calamities 
under which we do at preſent lie and groan: + And if- there be 
joy in Heaven upon theiconyerſion of - a Sinner, with what 
thankfulneſs to God, and joy in themſelves, ſhould they who 
have ſo many Years wreſtled againſt the encroachments of Po- 
pery and Arbitrarineſs, and who have deeply ſuffered in their 
Names, Perſons and Eſtates upon that account, welcome and 
embrace their once exring and miſled, but nowenlightned, re- 
_ claimed and converted Brethren ? 'And inſtead of. remembring 
or upbraiding-them with the oppoſition and rancour which they 
expreſled againſt our Perſons, Principles, and Ways, let there 
be-no Language heard from us, but what may: declare the joy 
we have in our ſelves for their converſion, and the entire truſt 
and confidence which we put in'them. - 24 0] 2345 = 
"The firſt Duty incumbent therefore upon Diſſenters towards 
thoſe of the Church'of England; is to believe, that notwith- 
ſtanding "there have -been / many - of - them ſo long, Advocates 
and Partiſans for the Court, through ignorance of 'what was 
aimed at and intended, they are nevertheleſs as really concerned 
as any others, and as truly zealous for the preſervation of the 
Proteſtant Religion, and for — legal Rights and 
Liberties of the Subjet, and when occafion ſhall offer, will ap» 
prove themſelves accordingly. *Tis a ridiculous, as well as'a 
miſchievous Fancy, for one Party to confineall Religion only to 
themſelves, or to circumſcribe- all the ancient Engliſh Ardor 
for the common Rights of the Nation, to ſuch as are of their 
particular Fellowſhip and Perſwaſion, there being ſincere Chri- 
'ſtians, 'and true Engliſhmen among- thoſe of -all Judgments 
- and Societies'of Proteſtants,” and/among none more:than thoſe. 
of 'the Communion of -the- Church of Eng/and; It were the 
height of Wickedneſs, as well as the moſt —_— Folly, to 
imagine that the Conformiſis have abandoned all Fidelity to God, 
: and caſt off all Care of themſelves and'their.Conntry; upon a 
miſtaken 'Judgment of being Loyal and Obedient to the King. 
[The contrary is plain enough ; they knew as well as any, Fe 
| c 
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they who have generally, and with greate 


alt 


| - eES3J | 
the giving to Ceſar the Things that are Ce/ar's, lay them unz 
der no Obligation of  ſurrendring unto him the Things that 


' are God's; yor of facrificing unto the Will of the Sovereign 
© the Priviledges reſerved unto the People by the Fundamental 
Rules of the Conſtitution, and by the Statutes of the Realm. 


And they underſtand, as well as others, that the Laws of the 


' Land are the only. Meaſures of the Prince's Authority, and of 
' the Subjects Fealty z and where they give. him no Right to 
"Comm and, they Iay them under no tie to Obey. . And though 
: Fete” Ind; there 7 Diſſenter has written againft Popery with 
"good Succeſs, ' yet they havebeen moſtly Conformable Divines, 
' who have triumphed over it in elaborate Diſcourſes, and who 
* have beaten the Romiſh Scriblers off the Stage. Nor can it 
"be thought that they who have ſo accurately related and vin- 
*dicated the Hiſtory, and aſſerted and defended the Doctrine 
of the Reformation, ſhould either tamely relinquiſh, ' ar be 


waiting in all dut and legal Ways to uphold and maintain” it. 
And though ſome few of the Nonconformiſts have, with fuf- 
ficient ſtrength and applauſe, uſed their Pens againſt Arbitra- 
rineſs, in detefting the Deſigns of the Rova Brothers,” yet 

Honour, appeared 


for our Laws and Legal Goyernment, againſt the. Invafions and 


'Uſurpations of 'the Court, have been Theolognes and Gentle- 


men of the Church of England. Nor in caſe of further At- 
tempts for altering the Conſtitution, and enſlaving the Na- 


z 


tion, will they fhew themfelves unworthy the having deſcend- 


' ed from. Anceſtors, whoſe Motto 'in-the bigh Places .of the 


Field was; noluinw. Leges Anflie mutari. They, who have ſo 
often juſtified the Arms of the United Netherlands againſt their 
Rightfyl Princes the Kings of Spain, and ſo unanſiwerably vin- 
dicated their caſting off Obedience to thoſe Monarchs, when 
they bad ipvadet their Privileges, and attempted to eſtabliſh 
the Inqwsſitson over them, cannot he ignorant what their own 
Right and Duty” is if behalf. of the Proteſtant 'Religion and 
Engliſh Liberties 3 for the Security whereof,” we have not only 
ſo many Laws, but the Coronation Oaths, and Stipulations of 
our Kings. | | | | 
. And Toſs Gentlemen of the Church , of .England, who a] 

peared fo vigorouſly. in three Parleots for Fn _ 
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-  Dulte of Fat, from the Pe to the Crown, by reaſbn 
.of a Jealouſy, of "Rel tlfrough hols a Papiſt, he mon at- 
© againſt, our Religion and Priviledges, in caſe he were 
BP ed to aſcend the Þ hrone ; cant be now to ſeek what 
becomes them towards hirm, having ſeen and felt what before 
they only apprehended. and feared. For if the Law that entail- 


eth the Succeſſion upon the next of Kin, and obligeth the Sub- 
LR: admit and receive him, not only nay, but ought to be 
woo with, ak the Heir, thro. having imbib'd Princi les ; 
06 bafrry, 20d and are inconliſtent with the 

RR of the People; hath made himſelf incapable to inherit ;. 
wek ws by 2 —_ ag 1x how far we ſtand bound 
rings of abs, Thihahy wh 4 tranſgreſſing againlt the 
Ds of . the Go tO ; ha aaatce himſelf froin the 

and Ty ds v 4 vitally, D For: whoſoever 
ball of ter to le Arbi racily, toes wee ceaſe to he 

de jure, e ſeeing by s Foctomentl, Cortimion, and Sth 

Hoek Ss of the m, we know fione for Supream Magl- - 
overnor, buts limited Prince, and one who ſtands 
2d and. bounded ia his. Power and Pretoga- 


at thoald the Hiatt entertain a belief that the Conor. 
e leſs concerned and zealous than them dre for the 
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Tis not their being for a Liturgy, a St! 'or 
that hath heretofore tnſluenced! thetn to ſubſerve © _ 
tending to Abſokuiteriefs, -but they Iefe Fido. 


, 
ES 
unto it, upon Motives whereof they are row-alhametl;, and 
the | ridiculou and folly of which hey have at Tſt 1 Fug 
yer'd. Nor is the multitude of profligate nd ſtatidzlous 'Per- 
fons, with which th the Ghurch, of - England is crowded, ;atty fat 
the Purity of her ocIrine, In the Vi Fand 
Ration, or Df the Vertne and Plety of oy 


| ER t 7 - 
\ Her Menibces.” IT or as it * her being the '6uly Society eſtablithaa , 
-that;attraQs thoſe Vermin to her' Boſom, ſo'ir ls her 
y.Law from-debarring t em, that. keeps them 
her eproach,. M009 the grief ar Rp of her Eccle- 
ks. _ Neither 18 -it the” fault of the 'Clinrch of England, 
that the Agents and Faftors for Popery and Arbitrary Power, 
have choſen to u_ cor the Name of her. Sons; but it pro- 
ceeds partly from eh Fg 2. hoping. by that Jeans to 
ditrace her wy yk . ſens as well as with Diſſen-- 
torsz. and partly aft » 1n order thereby the betrer. 
to conceal their by pes and to ſhrowd themſelves from the 
Ceuſure and Puniſhment; which had it not been for that 
Mask, they would have been by ee .unto,. and have under- 
one. . And I dare affirm, that pr Bf rinuayr i . frot- 
Regen, which gong tier wr EP under we Nd. v2 | 
ters, for hindring; e introd * 0 r Yo. ere are 
veral Inducementsfroi intereſt which 5 Fo mts prevent its 
eſtablilbment, ' wherein the Diſſenters are Pas, little concerned, 
For —_ Poper _ A IS afflitive to Ne Coulinee- 
of -Pr nts Per $50 ntlemen,and 
Meer of the Church of ed nts THe Rereracs 
+ 45 have been threatned'in caſe ie 39 Þe {ta- 
Nor would the.moſt Loyal and obſ; aki ovided 
they reſolve to continue Proteſtants, be willing that their LY 
ſonages and Incumbencies,. to which they baye no leſs Right by 
Lays than the Mon the Excils and Cyſt Fl 
taken from them 2nd beſtowed upon omith P by an At 
of Deſpotical-Power, and of unlimited Preri he. And for- 
the Gentlemen, as I think few of them would held themfelves 
obliged to part with their Purſes to 6 ig Padders, though - 
fckh bach ſboj :haye a Patent, from the' to roþ whamfheyer- 
they met m4 pan 5 he Road : i To- there ond 6 tbe many -inclinet: 
eter Abbey-Lands, 10 which they-have- 
ſo,good a ag bl be rovif xd-from'them either by Monks or - 
Janizarics» though.authoriſed thereunto by the Princes Com - 
miſſion, -Even they who-had formerly, ſuffered themſelves to be. 


feduced, to.prove, in a-manner, Betrayers of the*Rights aud 
Religion of their Country, wil now: (beibg undeceived) þ— 
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only. in conjun&tion with others, withſtand the Court in its 
proſecution of Raven and Arbitrary Deſi wy, 5, $5 through 
a generous exaſ] cration, for baving been delod W abuſed, 
wil judg, them elves Fobgedin, vi inizont gl " Attings be- 
fore,to appear for the Þ on.and the of Eng- 
land, with a Zeal equal to that wherewith they &bntributed to 
the undermining and ſupplanting of them.. For they are not 
only become more ſcn{ble than hey were of the Miſchiefs of 
Abſolute Gayerom Wn Bk far Cto {ria and aflert 
the Priviledges reſery Rules of the 
Conſtitution,. and he "ob p fy ng b-44 Laws of "the 
Land ; but they have ſuch a view © opety, both in its 
Hereſi es, Blaſphemies, Superſtitions,” arid Idolatriesz and in 


the Treachery, on gevnL ug Violence and Cruelty which 
the P oft riod ples. mould, .nflience, and oblige Men unto 3 
that the -preateſt abhorrency and dete- 
ſtation } ." but ſeem! reſolved: not"! ro cheriſh In 


good Men, 2nd deftruttive to Humane as well 3s to Chriſtian 


wor as "oh 0 5 
D : nj ets meer! to believe that the Confot'- 
bn Mf F cefuals ; Ives for the Reformed "Refi 
bn. n 


ts, but they are' to conſidet them! as the 
only great. and united. Body .of Proteſtants in the Kingdom, 
with whom -all” other Parties compared 'bear no conſiderable 

pro DOR. Sel though. the N oncopformitts conſi dered La 


Aw yg valt ; pdber pt b neſt 5 uſeful Frogs. 
being one in oj Scale yith thoſe of the. EpDe 
on, they Lk * and lie in 4 little r pal £0 


will take the pains to ballance the one againſt the- Coane od 
where Diſſenters make the greateſt Figure, and may juſtly boaft 
of their Multitude, they.will ſoon be conyinced1 : pum- 
ders of f the other doth: far tranſcend"and exceed their)” At 
it be ſo in Cities and Co poraions where the greafe 

of Diienters are, it is mych more Th Coutitry Patithi " Whbrs | 
the latter bear not the proportion of one to a hundred. Nor 

doth the Church of Engine more exceed the other Parties in 
her number, than ſhe doth in the quality of her Members. For 


I 
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ties, are Chiefly Perſons 'of the imiddleRaink and: Condition z 
the Church of [Exg/and doth in a manner vouch,” and claim all 
the Perſons of: Honour, of the: Learned Profeſlions,” and fach 
as have valuable. Eſtates, for her Communicants. And though 
the other ſort are as neceſlary in the Common-Wealth, and 
contribute as much to its'Strength, Proſperity,” and: Happineſs; 
yet. they make: not that Figure in the Government; nor ſtand-ify 
that Capacity of having: influence upon/Publick:Afairs. | For 
not only the Gentlemen of bothrthe Gowns, who'by reafon' of 
their Calling and Learning are-beſt able to defend our Religion, 
and. vindicate our Laws and Priviledges with: their Tongues 
and. Pens, -but they whoſe: Eſtates, Reputation; and: Iatereſts 
recommendeth. them to/be: eleted- Members ofi the (great Se 
petn of 6 as well nw they, oo by reafon of: their 
onoursand Baronages, 'are Hereditary Lepiflators;:are gene- 
rally, if not all, of the Communion of the Church of England. 
So that they who conform to the eſtabliſhed: Worſhip; and Diſ 
cipline, are to be'loaok'd. uponiand — the: great: 
Bulwark of the Proteſtant Religion it! Exylava, andrthe' Hedg 
and Fence of- our Civil.Libettiesand Rights: bot viÞit io CH) 
And thqugh it be true, that- this: greati Breach niade 
our Religion and'Laws: is fallen; out- under:their hand, while 
the. poor” Diſſenters had neither acceſſion to,-nor were in'a_ 
condition to preyent 3: it»yet {elng their own Conſtiences do 
ſufficiently - load-and charge/them for: it; with Shame and 'Ig- 
pominys .1t; were neither candid; nor ati this Junfture Galvin 
ble to-ypbraid; it: to them, or-improye-It- to their Diſtionour 
and :Reproach. : For as: they have | tamely lookPd | on 'and 
comet. till our Religion: and Liberties are ſo far under- 
mined and fi v0 pn z 10-it is they alone: who have been in 
a condition : of ſtemming the:Inundation -of; Idolatry-and Ty- 
Fanny, with which wei were.; threatned, and of; repairing our 
Breaches,..and reducing; the: Prerogative to its 'old Channel, 
and making - Popery ſneak and: retreat: tnito its! holes and 
eortiers again. And ſhould the Church of England have been 
overthrown and deyoured, what an eaſie Prey would: the reſt 
" bave bean tothe Bomiſh Gormorants ! ; And: could- the King; 
under. the , Condy& of the Jeſuits, and with, the: affiſtance of 
his Myrmidevs, have diſlolved the: eftabliſhked Worſhip and: _ 
cipline, 


: wer Oe 
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 cipline; [tiby. of ar ny would have been'in no c 
cixy:e0 a wang rhe) .the Reformed Religion, nor able ach athey oo 
"Perſecution. ' | 'Tis therefore the Intereſt; 
a well: as the Dary of the Dilſenters, to heip maintain and de- 
| fend thoſe Walls, within the skreen and {heker whereof their 
own: :Huts! and: -arebuilt and ftand. | And the ra- 
ther"ſeeing þ a: nifts are at yall though IIING 


22. tree roof pratedencs that differ ER bene 
#76 0ght.20 almire; the. Wiſdom of 'Gyd' in cloſe. Provi- 

Ldcons ky abit Proteſtziits'ade- taught tolay alido their Ani- 

niofities, nnd toderi fall hair Paterutians of. one: Sony | 
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from the Influence which the Prince her Husband will have 
npon- her, who, as he is deſcended from Anceſtors,. whoſe 
Glory it was'to be the Redeemers of their Country from Papal 
Perſecution and —_ [Tyranny ; ſo his Education, Genero- 
ſity, Wiſdom, and many Heroick Vertues, diſpoſe him to em- 
brace: all Proteſtants- with an equal Tenderneſfs, and to ere&t 
his Intereſt vpon the being Head and Patron of all that profeſs 
the Reformed Religion. Had the late Duke of onmonth 
been victorions againſt the Forces of the rev King, and 
inabled to have wreſted the Scepter out of his Hand, though 
all Proteſtants might- -thereupon -have expected, and would 
certainly baye, enjoyed an equal: freedom, withont the liable- 
neſs of any Party to Penal Lays for matters of Religion, yet 
he would' have been careful ;' and T have reaſon to believe that 
it was his purpoſe to have! had the Church 'of England pre- 
ſerved and maintained, and that ſhe ſhould have ſuffered no 
alteration but what would havye-been to her Strength and 
Glory, through an enlargement of the Terms of her Commu- 
' Non, and what would haye been to the Praiſe of: her Mode- 
ration and Charity through her being perſwaded to bear with 
ſuch as differ from her' in little things, - and could not prevail 
with themſelves to pronens with her in all Ordinances, Upon 
the whole, it is both the prudence and ſafety of Diſſenters, as 
they would eſcape Extirpation themſelyes, and have Religion 
conveyed down to Poſterity, to unite their Strength and En- 
deavonurs to thoſe of the Church of England for the uphold- 
og lo againſt the aſſaults of Popiſh Enemies, who purſue her 
Subverſion. As matters have been circumftanced and ſtated. 
in England, there hath not been an Afront or Injury offered: 
or done unto her by the Court, which did not at the ſame 
time reach and wound the Diſſenters. *Tis not her being for 
Epiſcopacy., Ceremonies, and impoſed ſet-Forms of Worſhip, 
the. Things, about which fhe and the Nonconformiſts differ, 
that ſhe hath-been, not long ſince, maligned and ſtruck at by 
the Men in Power, and nis-Popiſh Fwnto ; but it is for being 
Proteſtant, Reformed, and Orthodox, Crimes under the Guilt 
whereof Diſſenters were equally concerned and involved. Be- 
ing therefore in oppoſition to the common Cauſe of Religion, 
that the late Court of ar 20 was erected oyer her Eccles. 


ſiaſticks, 
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falticks, all Protgfiants hy bbs up the Wcongs which ſhe 
nl I 
t 


Wain*d, and not only. to ſympathize with thoſe dignified and 
lower _ Which were called luffer, þut 4p sipouſe . her 
Quarreh with the ſame warmth that we would our own. © 
And as; wears to look-upon. thoic of the Epiſcopal Conz- 
muvion, to. be the great Bulwark of the Proteſtant Religion 
and Reformed Jngerelt in England , ſo it was farther meumben; 
«n:Jillenters towards them, anda Duty. which. they owe.to 
God,..the-Nation, ;and;themiclyes, not 20 be. accellary to any 
thing, through which-the legal Eſtabliſhment of the, Church 
of England might bave been, by any Act. of pretended Regal 
Prerogative, weakned and ſupplanted. Inie>t5o 
I never counſel the Dillenters to /regounce- their Prancaples, 
nor. to. participate with the Prelatical Church in all, Oxdi- 
nances,. onthe T'erms to. which they have ftraitned -and, nar+ 
rowed their Communion. | For while they remain unſatisfied 
_ of the lawſulneſs,of thoſe T and Conditions, they can- 
not doit without offending God, and Foprroctiag Guilt upon 
their Souls ; nor will they of the Church' of England in Cha- 
ritys, Jaltice- and , Honeſty, expe it from them. . For whatſo- 
ever-any May believeih to. be. Sin,. it. is 1# to him, and will 
by God be imputed as ſuch, tilt be be otherwiſe enlightned 
and convinced ;, nor are the Dillenters to be falſe and crnel to 
themſelyes, in order to be kind and friendly to them. - But 
that which 1 would adviſe them unto is, that after the main= 
taining the higheſt. meaſure of Love to the conformabl&Con- 
gregations as Churches of Chriſt, and the eſteeming their 
Members as Chriſtian Proteſtant Brethren,notwithſtanding the 
ſeveral things wherein they judg them to err, and'to be miſ- 
taken, that they would not by any Act and TranſaQtion of 
theirs, betray them into a Deſpotical Power, nor diredly, 
nor indirettly acknowledg any Anthority Pramogne unto;and 
ſuperceding the Laws, by which the Church of England. is 
eſtabliſhed in its preſent Form, Order, and Mode of Juriſ- 
diction, Diſcipline and External Worſhip, © , | 
Whatſoeyer Eaſe arrived to the Diſſenters, through the 
Kings ſuſpending the Execution , of the, Penal Laws; withons 
their Addreſs. and Application, they might..r 66 4 
Joy and Humility in themſelves, and with Thankinlgns 768: 
; by 


ky 
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God, nor was there hereby any prejudice offered on their patt 
to-the: Authority. of the Law, or Offence or [Injury given or 
done-to-the conformable Clergy. Nor is it without grief and 
regret that. the -Church-Men have' been forced to behold ghe 
baraſling,, ſpoiling, and impriſonment of the Nonconformiſts, 
while in the. mean time the Papiſts were ſuffered to aſſemble 


ts the Celebration! of their Idolatrons Worfhip/ without Cens 


fureand Coatroul:: And: bad; it been in their power to remedy 
5 and; give Relief to their Proteſtant Brethren,” they' woy'd 
with delight and readineſs: haye ;gmbrac'd: the occalion .agd 
opportunity of. doing jt. But: alas-!/ inftead. of having an ad- 
yantage put into their-hand, of contributing, tothe 'Relief: of 
the Difſenters ,, which I dare fay, nmeny. of them ardenly 
with an debre,: they were compelled, contraty t0:; their Ig- 
clination, as. well as #hcir [Intereſt to become inftyuments} 
- In perſecuting and dppreſling them. Nor: does{ths late;King 
covet a better and a more legal advantage againſt -the Cons 
formiſts, than; that they would -refuſe-t6 purſie: Dillentessz 
and decline moleſting. them with Eccleſrallicat Cenſores amd 
ciytl Pluniſhments. | $6. that their conditition was tobe: pitied 
3nd-bewailed, in that: they were hindred from ating againſt 
the, Papiſts, chough-both' enjoyned by Law, and. influenced 
thereunto by Motives of felf-Preferyation, 'as well as by ties 
of Conſtietce, whiki in the mean time they were forced te 
ofcute! their fellow-Proteſtants, or ele to be ſuſpended and 
poſed;: and put ont of their Offices and! Employs. And the 
L-btheve that. they would at: laſt hayo- more Peace in them- 
ſelyes;/ and bt better accepted with:God in the:great Day of 
their Account, ſhould they bave. refuſtt to diſturb and proſe- 
cute their Proteſtant Brethren, and '{Gorn to be any longer 
Court-Fools for. weakning ahd undermijning 'the Reformed 
Cauſe. and-Intereft; yet-I -<quld' net; but. |kuive them to aR 
ip this-as they ſhould' be perſwaded-in: themſelves, and- as: 
they-judged moſt;agreeable' to Principles' of Wiſdom and Con- 
{ctence. In the interim; the Dillerters have: all-the Reaſon ig; 
the World to believe, that the Proceedings of the Clergy 
and Members of the. Church of England againſt them, were 
not; the; Reſults of their 'Election-and Chaics, but the Effects 
of; moral Compulſion and Neceflity.. Nor wilb aiy DIRE 
DE. | & 3 that 


vr, 
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that is prudent and diſcreet, blame them for a matter which 
they cannot help, bat bear his Misfortune and Lot with Pa- 
tience in himſelf, and with Compaſſion and Charity towards 
them; and haye his Indignation raiſed only againſt that 
Court, which forced them to be inſtrumental in their O 
preſſion and Trouble. The. Proteſtant Diſſenters could not 
be ſo far yoid of ſenſe, as to think that the Perſon lately in 
the Throne bore them any good-Will, but his drift was to 
ſcrue himſelf into a Supremacy, and Abſoluteneſs over the 
Law, and to get ſuch an Authority confeſſed to be veſted in 
him, as when he pleaſed he might ſubvert the Eſtabliſhed Re- 
ligion and ſet up Popery- For the ſame Power that he can 
diſpenſe with the Penal Statutes againſt the Nonconformiſts, 
he may- alſo diſpenſe with thoſe againſt the. Roman Catho- 
licks. And whoſoever owneth that be hath a Right to, do 
the firſt, doth in effeft own that he hath a Right to do the 
aft. For if he be allowed a Power for .the ſaperceding ſome 

Laws made in reference to Matters of Religion, he may 
challenge the like Power for the ſuperceding others of the 
fame kind.- And then by the ſame Authority that he can 
ſuſpend the Laws - againſt Popery, he may alſo ſuſpend thoſe 
for Proteſtancy. 'And by the ſame Power that he can; in de- 
fiance of Law, indulge the Papiſts the Exerciſe of their Reli- 
jon in Houſes, he may eſtabliſh them in the publick Cele- 
Fration of their Idolatry in Churches and Cathedrals. ' Yea, 
whereas the Laws that relate to Religion are enacted by: no 
leſs Authority, than thoſe that are made for the Preſervation 
of our Civil Rights, ſhould the King be admitted: to have an 
Arbitrary Power over the one, it is very like 'that by the Lo- 
gick of White-ball he might have challeng'd the ſame Abſo- 
Juteneſs over the other. Nor do doubt but that the eleven 
Fuages, who gratified him with a Deſpoticalneſs over the for- 
mer, would, when required, grant him the ſame, over the 
latter, I know the Dillenrers have been under no ſmall Temp- 
tations, both by: reaſon of being hindred from *enjoying the 
Ordinances of the Goſpel, and becauſe of many grievous Ca- 
lamities which they ſuffer for their Nonconformity, of making 
Applications -to the King for ſome Relief by his ſuſpending 
the Execution of the Laws ; but they muſt give me | tg. 
add, 


add, that they ought not for the 'obtaining of a little Eaſe, t6 


have betrayed the Kingdom, and facrifice-thelegal Conſtitu- 
tion of the Government:to the/L;uſt and Pleaſure of a,Popiſh 
Prince, whom nothing leſs woyld: ſerye than; being Abſolute 
and Deſpotical. And had he once been in the quiet Poſſefi- 
on of an Authority to diſpenfe with the Penal Laws, the 
Diſſenters would not long have :enjoyed- the benefit of it. 
Nor could they have denied: him-a Power , of reviving the 
Execution of the Law, which is part of the. Truſt depoſited 
with him as Supream | Magiſtrate, ; who have; granted- bim-'a 
Power of ſuſpending the Laws, -which the Rules of the Go- 
vernment precluded: him from.- And as he might whenſdever 
he pleaſed, cauſe the Laws, £0, which. they, were. hnoxions, 
to be executed; upon them, o |by. vigtus;of - baying. an-Autho» 
rity achno Winn gee! in him.of ſuperceding. the Lays, hemight 
deprive them of the liberty of n b- together to. the num- 
ber of five, a' Grace' which the Parliament -thought fit. to 
allow them, under all the other Severities to which they were 
JubjeCted. iNor- needs there any fprther- Evidence, that the 
Princes .chalkengingdſach,a Power: ye an;Uſur pation, and that 
the Subjects making any 6pplication y-which it ſeenvd'allowed 
to him, was a betraying ofthe ancient legal Government. of the 
Kingdom ; whereas the moſt obſequious and ſervyile Parliament 
-to the Court that ever England knew, not only deny*d this 
Prerogative to the late 'King Charles, but made him renounce 
it by: revoking his Declaration of Indulgence which he- had 
Eelnitted fuv0-16720 2 + 15 o ft rhe!) hoguiftal ono 
' And as it will be to the perpetual Honour of. fome of the 
Diſlenters to. have choſen rather to ſuffer the Sevyerities which 
the Laws make them liable unto, than by any Act and Tranſ- 
action of theirs, to undermine and weaken either the Church 
-or the State ; ſo it will be a means. both of. endearing-them, 
we hope, not only to the Prince of Orange, now by a miracu- 
lous Providence brought in amongl(t-.us, but to future Parlia- 
ments, and of bringing them/and the Conformiſts into an union 
of Counſels and Endeavours againſt Popery and Tyranny for 
ever 3-which is at this ſeaſon a thing ſo indiſpenſably neceſſa- 


ry for their common preſervation. Eſpecially when though a. 


new and more threatning Alliance and Confederacy with 
France, 


F 4 


"Tr 


Br avt6,idian thab #8 pune ihe had at "ay ay woes = 
Tar #48 Mona Me MEE) th the World'2 
xern and in ho chm towards thoſe of the Re 
med Re 1 in” Fr ahioe 'but had promiſed to diftwb "Ys 
Peace poſe-'of ''his Neighbours, and to commence a 


War, it red Be with that Pritice, "Sore Foreipn Profe- 
CF King's's fins, Liberty and ProveMion” to 

vet 6 v ſell the Priz%s' 

6 Dvh; is both @ moſt” infimrous Ation for 

ni to bet Chriftlati Fog b direct pore 
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they 


—_ "> ought to rend m he 
for:HMn * (FRE, ta rho reſet (if fo 
Providence led: 6 Interpoſed 


repro bn 

afid'prevente® 'to "declare War againſt drier uv! [Sur 
mer; in order wherentito great Remiſes" of Mony were'al- 
ready orderedthim from 8 FreachCoutt.” 'Sothat the Indul- 


Pencs'WhitH He" ete be inclinable to afford the Dillen- 
ters,” was nota \  Frdneſ an Good-will, but. ep Ar- 
rifiee whereby to' & nce- in de gx 

Abroad -of the Aemeton for with themſelves. © Which if be 


cenld once I {ever to foreſee what Fate both the 
Diſleriters, 


Gleris Deo Opeimy, Maxime: | 
Hons Proverys noſtri caleifſina, pientif ime, 


" SP 


Specimen of a Bill, 


For UNITING, 


PR OTESTANTS:. 


BEING 


A rou b Draught of ſuch T s, 2s ſeem 
| uy for- the. Conformift to my, and the 
Non-conformift to yield to, for Peace ſake ; 
Provided a good while , and Publiſhed 

on purpole only for the farther, better, 
and more ' ealy Conliqeration of the 
a 


 Hereas , , there are many* Jealouſies rifen 
about Popery, which makes it even neceſ- 
fary to the peace of the Nation, that 
the Proteſtant Intereſt be united and 
| ſtrengthened by all Good and Lawful 
Means : And to this end, there being this oneproper Ex- 
pedient, fo n#t, The removing -_ Occaſion of Diviſi on, 
wW 


which ſeveral 


Concord in the Nation ; 
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zerſons do find to themſelves in thoſe late In- 
- junctions, which yet were intended to the ſame purpoſe of 


Be it Enacted, — That 


an Explanation of theſe Impoſitions, and ſuch Allevations, 
be allowed to the tenderly Conliderate; and peaceably. Seru- 


pulous, as follow- 


In the' A of Vniformity, By the Declaration of Afſert 


and Conſent to all things, and every 


Thing contained in, and 


- preſcribed by the two-Books of Common- Prayer, and. of Order- 


Theſe Materials were provided, du-. 
ring the Sitting of that Parliament which 
paſſed the At of Unifoumity, £2:4-#tber- 
the like RE fe pd 4 
fore drawn up in t af Expla- 
natory Bill, becauſe it was ſuppoſed, 


they were not like to Repeal therr own 


A8s, though they might be got 10 Inter- 


pret them. But now we bave 4 New 


Parliament, 4xd.thaf. fie cnnhys af. 
Diſſolved, we wn) exp ich 47 - 
vy theſe Thi if 


Tet will the P fo 
wview,. bave their uſe, bath for ſuj; 
fuch as bave ſail, Fbe 


know not what they watt haves, & ſoring 


ſome Meaſure 19-0ur own thefres, and th 
Parliam. Condeſcentions 4bout. 1be ſame. 


others Edification: provided; 


arg theres ". 


-Rybrech, a 


ng Prieft.and Dearons, we underſtand 
not, that theſe Books are in every 


inute.pargiqQular, infallible, or free 
rom ghar Def which js irteident 
 *toall Foniats Compoſure'? But that 


they are in the main Contents, to be 
fiacerely-approved and uſed. And 
we do therefore allow this Declara- 
06. fÞ e ſefflcient;if it bemade/to 
the. uſe of the Book, in the Ordina- 
| -Day-Service, | not- 


ty Conant Lords- 


withſtanding any. Exceptions/ ſome- 


may have againſt ſome Things-in the. 
w9ck wm ah neo? the. 
d othetwile; & Andifor. the 


them, or fax- 
t-otegt Tor the own gnd 
rat if any parſan will have 


his: Child; Baptiſed with the Sign of the Crofs, or _ 
ypon any' thing elſe, hitherto required by the Service-Book, 
if. the Miniſter himſelf feruple- the performance, he ſhall 
perimit another to. do it | 


In 


In the ſame A#, By thoſe Words inthe Subſcription, that 


It is not lawful to take Arms againſt 
Pretense what ſoever;, we intend no new 
or ſtrange Thing , but the Right- 


ful Maintenance 'only of the Kng?s 


Authority againſt Rebellion, accor- 
ding to the common determination 
of Learned Writers, inthe Caſe of 
Snbjection to Princes. By the Words, 
1 abbor the Poſition of taking Arms by 
#he Authority of the King, againſt any 
Commiſſiqnated by Him , 'we never 
thought of Advancing the Arbitrary 
; Commiſſions of the King above Law; 
\ but by thoſe Commsſſionated by Him, 
; we underſtand ſuch as are Legally 


_ *-Commilſonated » and in -the Legal 


_ By 


purſuit of ſuch Commillians. 
'the Clauſe ,which follows, that re- 


-C onſciences, 


the King , «pow any 


That we have our Reaſon. for theſe 1y- 
terpretations,any one may ſee that pleaſe in 
thoſe Arguments againſ# the Oxford 
Oath, and this Subſcription which are 
offered in a little Book , Entituled, The 
Peaceable Defign, ſo-that we can by no 
means ſubmit thereto, without them. There 
74 moreqver this Clauſe [And 1 will con» 
form to the £7 of the Church, as 
it 1s by Law Eftabliſhed ] we dere 
may be ſpercd, beeanſe upon our Decla- 
ration before . of Aﬀent and Conſent, 
( which mud be the Bounds of our Senſe 
thereof ) it is needleſs altogether, and 
can ſerve but for « Snare only 10 Mens 


—_ 


-quires a Renunciation of all Endeavour of any Alteration of 
Government 5 the Church or State, we never meant to deny 
any Free-born S$abject his Right, of Chooſing Parliament- 
Aden, or Acting in [his place for the Common Good any 
way, according to Law; but. that he ſhall Renounce all 


ſach Endeaworr, as is- 


Seditious, or not warranted by the 


Conſtitution of the Nation3 and particularly, ſuch an 
Endeavonr as was Allumed.in the late Times, without, and 
againſt the Conſent; of the, King: And for the reſt of the 


Subſcription, which is;enjoyney 


t to the Year 1683. 


Be 


it EnaCted, that it ceaſe preſently,: and be ao longer en- 


% 


joyned, 


' Arid Foraſmuchi-as there is an Oath preſcribed and re: 
quired of all Non-corformifts Preachers, that reſide in 
any Corporate-Town, by a certain At of the former 
Parliament, made at Oxford in the 17th Year of His now 


Majeſties Reign, Entituled, of” Att for reftraming Non- 
F 2 


.confor- 


(i) 


conformiſts, from inhabiting Corporations : 


| od! Ou is ; A gn We do further declare, That it ſhall 

wit Subſcription - . , 
| impoſe both, is_notting elſe but the aw ha _—_ toy _— Enjoyment of his 
multiplying Wrath, and laying Lead on TC Ord "£0 rey ta Inhabiting where 
-the-eiveady Laden. | _ he thinks beſt; and ſerve him alſo in- 
| TON $51 Gets ; ſtead of the fore:mentioned Subſcript;- 
67; to take that Oath in this form 'of Words following. 


I. A- B.>do- ſwear, That I hold it unlawful upon any pre: 


rence, to take. Arms againſt the King, His Government or 

Laws: And that I diſclaim-that dangerous Poſition, of taki 
Arms by bis Authority, againſt His Perſon, or any Loyals 
Commiſſionated by him, in the Legal purſuit of ſuch Com 

. miſſions. Ard that 1 will not. endeavour any ' Alteration of 
Government in. the Chnrch or State, in any way or manner, 
\ mot warranted by the Conftitution of the Kingdom, or any 
otherwiſe than by * Act of Parliament, | And as ſoon as any 

Man hath taken the- Oath thus, he ſhall be diſcharged of 

all penalty for his omiſſion before. ' | S141 LET 

We do declare moreover, That whereas it tis required 

alſo in the 4 of Uniformity, that every Miniſter who 

injoys any Living or Eccleſiaſtical preferment, ſhall be 
Ordained by a Biſhop ; and there are ſeveral perſons 6f 

'Jate; who in caſe of Necelſlity,. for want of Biſhops took 
Preſbyterian-Orders : Our meaning isnot /in! any wiſe'-to 

diſguſt the Reformed Churches beyond* the Seas;'and make 

It neceſſary for' ſuch to be Re-ordained to the Office; but 

that they receive this Second impoſition of Hands to the 

There is Exerciſe of their Office 'in the- new charge, unto which 
Þ+e /— —arom they are, or ſhall-be- called ; and that-the Biſhop- ſhall 

which ar frame his Words- accordingly. -: 5 i: 275 
Tt Diviac : Re-ordinatio ad Exercitium particulare, which may. be irrifragably 
A wr from Aﬀts 13: 2, 3+ with Atts 14+. 26- amd conſequently .aVow'd to: ſerve this 
Occaſion. | | 


And whereas there is a Subſcription alſo! inthe Canons, 
aud * the, Canonical-Oath of Obedierice, impoſed on moſt 
Miniſters by the. Biſhops, ' that have given ſome of the- 

greateſt 


OT dt et wt LESS a 


(43) 


greateſt "Occaſion to Noneconformity heretofore; © which 

yet never paſſed into Law by any Aft of Parlianient : ''We 

do further declare, That nothing more of that kind ſhall 7f :be Oaths: 

be required- of - Miniſters henceforward, then was made 9! Suprema- 

and -held-neceſſary by the At of the chirteenth of Eliz.a- © 514 Allegir 

beth | 1 $1 fn, 0h 3% $55 20k. £1 A0Ce If 2648 

ty | * | | and the -Arti- 
| EY PER RE A RE Bags.» cles of the 

Church ſubſcribed, and he Declaration before. to the” Common Prayer, made;, we ſee 

20 need of boyling over theſe three. Things again for- us, in the Canons. | 

” And in regard there hath been great Offence taken 

by . Conſcientious Miniſters, at the Biſhops, 'Cor their 

Courts) commanding them to read the Sentence of. £x- Neither ſhall 


communication againſt ſome or other' of their Pariſh, for: 99 2/inifer be 


fuch fanlts- as they-think- not-at_ all worthy of ſo great my iſ _ Ie. 


a Cenſure: We declare it but a-juſt Thing that- every: ing bis own A# 
Miniſter be firſt ſatisfyed - in [the Cauſe; - or elſe- be ex-: in delivery of 
empted' from -the'' Execution -of 'that' Charge; ” atid- thats <ither Sacre- 
the Biſhop | (or his: Court) 'provide fore? other perſon: par So 
that- is 'fatisfyed-abour -it;' to doit 1 OT apo ag, 
| ; ax ſeience be judg- 
| 0 POE LIES: 4 4 #30524 66-0 es unworthy, or. 
nnczpable of it. As we think there is no Elder in tbe New Teſtament, who is. not 
4; Paſtor; 2zd that, there is mo Lay Paſtor; ſo do+-we account, that there is no Paſtor. 
' Pres byter, but ſuch as, bave [tbe power: both 10 Rule and. Teach, committed.to them; 
Chri#: Tet dg we, 17 z11 that, apprebend it not only Lawful," bat Expedient, . for 
the ordinary Miniftors of our” Parochial Congregations, ('when the Church is Nati-. 
al) to commit \gart of their charge, (to wit that of Ruling) in Aftu Secundo, to ſome, 
\few among them, .who are_more Eminently- fitted for the Work,,- (that is, the 61 xanos 
08537) and conſequently to, the Biſhop : So that, if this- Fundamental Right of Go- 
rning their own Flocks, be but acknowledged to Refide in every Presbyter,. by granting, 
"ſo much to us as this (and what bath preceded) comes to, we (ſhall be unwilling 10 fall. 
from Epiſcopacy, upon the points of Ordination and JuriſdiQion. 


And to':the-intent;. that+ a+ free-ſearch afrer Truth may 
tbediſcouraged in the purſuit-of Concord; and many 0+ 
er Scruples avoided upon that Account : We declare, _ 

at though an Authertick Interpretation be required, as to: 
the Subſtance of all Laws, yer in the Articles of the Church, 

hich are. Theſes for Agreement, and not Laws) and the Ho- 
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-- ſufficient umo National Church-Unjon. 
Be it therefore Enatted by this preſent Parliament,That i 


_ticle , is the 6th few? lenge Bade "Has. 
. meaning" of rhe" 1.ajor Part of the Convocation: 4A Dofrinal Juterpretationis the meaning 


otherwiſe Subſcribe the Dottrine of the ſame Theſes, as the Reader may ſee more in ſuch 
- £ ſort of Book as this,called The Healing, Paper, out of which this Bill for Union 7s Colleted. 


K@ 


: upon Mature Confederation, in ard more £ pecialy to the .Canſcientious Fatitudinari- 


w 


, -Tb:Autben- miies,, a Dofirinal Interpr tion ſhall be held-ſufficient 
tick ierpre- fowan Afent or Subſcription x0 then; ' - | | = 


tation of an Ar- 


of any - one of tbe . Dotors there preſent, (aud conſequently of any other. Learned Expoſi- 
tor) who are ſuppoſed 10- have the Liberty to abound in their own Senſe, ſo long as they 
can agree in the words of the Article* Efabliſhed. And this Clauſe therefore we put in 


atis, (which is a Name abuſed) who being ſome Arminian, anf ſome Calvinian, cannot 


"And becauſe the very Sauperintendency- of Biſhops, and | 


that Subjeftion to them which is required'by-the.Conſtituti- 
on of the Realm; is, 0r,may be an hinderance to many ſober 

' Miniſters, and other Proteſtants, of comipg into the Church, 

_ who are ready to conſent tothe DoArine,; but not to the Di- 
_ſcipline or Government of it: We do declare, That ſo long 
as any.-perſon -or party do acknowledge-the King*s Supre- 
 maty;as Head of the Churcb:in this Nation,.and obey heir 

. Ordinary, or the Biſhops, #7 Liciris & 'Hoxeſtis, ypon the 


_— Dio- tion,).it is enovgh for the- owning Epiſcopal Jariſaiftion 
Cefan Prelates ( fr 2s they do own it» in the Declaration o and 


nt «chxow- ted by all-our Divines, to the Higher Powers in ir Na- 
of _ Conſent, or in. any other part of Conformigy 3) and ſhall 


cers , di- 


: be ſerve them to all intents and .purpoſes-in-Law, no leſs than 
Flle/riuſerp a profeſſed belief and acknowledgment of the 4mmediate 


T 


. ek Account of his Authority (committed to them for the Ex- | 
' ſome that can- Erciſe of that External Regiment. Circa Sacrawhich is gran 


> — 9" FY 'SY 


Ture yet ſo long 1 6. » . \ | "wy 
pr CogK hey, Divine Right, of 'it TIE 
Peaceablelives "26009117 


in Obedience 10 them, as Eccleſcattical Magiſtrates under His Mejefty, for the keeping theþ | 


ſeveral Congregations in their Precin&s, to that GoſpelOrder,which themlelyes allow, 7 
for hapecoving their Conſtitutions in Thing indifferent, that nothing be.done, but. i 
Subordination to the Peace of the Ki , (which is a Notion wherein the Fudjcious 
every Party may acquieſce, and by us in theſe very Words in 4 Book, forenamed) it 


any Perſon be willing to Conform to the preſent __— 


% 
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rations, Lenitives, or Cautions, he-ſhalf be admirtetf' to 
any Eccleſiaſtical Preferment, and enfoy:thy uſe of his 
Miniſtry without any moleſtation : Alf Statutes, Canons, 
or Laws to the contrary notwithſtanding. "4 


And' for the making this- Ac of better Signification to - 


the Concerned, aud: the prevention of that Scandal which 
is raiſe}'on the Clergy; through the: Covetouſneſs of ſome, 
in heaping yp to themfelves all the Preferments they can 
get, when others have ſcarce Subfiftance for their Fami- 


lies, and: the:Souls of many. people are thereby negleCt- - 


«d: Be-js farther Enatted, That no | 
Ctergy-nan for the Tires tle 


ment. of the -Cliweb of "England \,/ and ber Service appoſy-* 
ted according to-theie Explanations,” Aﬀeviations; hacks. I 


| > Next years we pe iſe theſe Things we con- 
enſuing, be ſuffered to*-Enjoy any ** feſs, f f we ne Is Republica Pla- 


more than one Living. or Cure of fonis, but we ſbould be glad to ſee any 


% Tioniry rn” oe .- Fruits of this kjad; 4s thoſe who arc in 
Souls, and "One Dignity, 4 or other Ferce . Romuli may . expet 


Time; and char every Math Cake, 20h ah dj 


what is 


be, though 


T., L oil. kt, ; "_- ; . - ik | 5 : FR. DL « 
out” Exception) that, hath more than  »bet| is ike 119; be done, or . will- be 


One of Either, ſhall immediately give . 40%, ir another. - 


- up: the Reſt to be diftributed-among © | | 
thoſe who ſhall be brought off from their Non-conformity, 


vpqn the Terms of this. .inta the Eſtabliſhed Order. 
Which that they may alſo be 6btained, and poſſeſſed with 


a Clean Conſcience, and that grievous Corruption. of S:- - 
monty may be extripate .out of the Land: Be-it Enafted- 
 woreover, That every Patron that'ſhall henceforward pre- 
fent his Clerk to any Living, ſhall have the Oath called : 
Fhe Simomeat Oath, impoſed on himſelf, -no leſs than on 
' the-Incumbent : And. if he. Refuſes: to take-it,. that then - 
che Biſhop fhalF have:immediate Power (taking only the 
ſame? Oath) of Preſentation in his Room. - 


. And foraſmuch, as there are ſome Miniſters of a 260d 
Life, that canno6 (according. to. their Judgments) allow of 


- our Parochial: Chorches, nor 2: Book of Liturgy: But do - 
chooſe to Worſhip God; and Jefvs Chriſt, in the way of 


their gathered. or ſeparate: Congtegations ; and crave the - 
; protectiog. -: 
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